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SAM SELECTS REGAN PRO AS DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR 

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC PROGRAMS  

 

 

 

 

 
Kimerly Rorschach, Seattle Art Museum’s (SAM) Illsley Ball Nordstrom Director 
and CEO, announced the appointment of Regan Pro as the next Kayla Skinner 
Deputy Director for Education and Public Programs.  Most recently, Pro served 
as SAM’s Interim Director of Education and Public Programs since the 
departure of Sandra Jackson Dumont in June of 2014. Pro will assume her new 
role immediately.    

“Regan was the clear choice from a national pool of very talented candidates. 
We conducted an extensive search that garnered over 130 applicants from 
museums and cultural organizations across the country,” said Rorschach. “She 
is a dynamic leader and a respected educator whom we are fortunate to have 
here at SAM and in Seattle. I am enormously impressed by her leadership and 
delighted that she will assume this role permanently.”  

Pro’s appointment was unanimously recommended by a search committee 
which included members of SAM’s staff and Board of Trustees as well as the 
museum’s Education and Community Engagement Committee. 
  
An experienced museum educator, Pro has been on the SAM staff for six years 
overseeing programs for schools and educators. Under her direction, the 
museum serves over 45,000 students and educators annually, with over 50 
percent of students coming from high needs schools. She has also played a key 
leadership role in the Creative Advantage, a city-wide initiative focused on 
providing high quality arts education to every student in Seattle Public Schools.  
Her work at SAM has focused on building inclusive and diverse participation 
through such programs as the ACCESS tours for low and no vision visitors and 
community partnership programs with organizations across King County.  
 
In her new role, Pro will oversee a team of 13 to create engaging and reflective 
programming for youth, families, teens, adults and diverse community partners 



 

 

across SAM’s three sites: SAM’s downtown location, the Asian Art Museum in 
Volunteer Park and the Olympic Sculpture Park. She will lead the strategy for 
the interpretation of the SAM’s collections and exhibitions in partnership with 
SAM’s curators, grow digital technology programs in collaboration with SAM’s 
technology team, and deepen relationships with community and cultural 
partners.   

“I am thrilled to be taking on this role at SAM and to continue working with our 
incredible staff, trustees and community partners to create programming that 
is engaging, responsive, complex and accessible,” said Pro. “This is an exciting 
and pivotal time for both the museum and the city. I hope our work at SAM will 
expand expectations of what an art museum can and should be for all 
communities.”  

Pro will continue to build on SAM's nationally recognized record of effective 
community engagement. She will expand the education team by hiring a 
Community Engagement specialist.  This role will help further participation of 
diverse audiences and ensure broad community access to SAM through 
collaborative programs and initiatives.    

Prior to joining SAM in 2009, Pro was a teaching artist with Path With Art, , , ,  
where she created the Access Art program, a community partnership initiative 
connecting adults in recovery from homelessness and addiction with cultural 
institutions such as Seattle Public Library, Seattle Opera, Seattle Symphony 
and Hugo House.  
 
Pro received her Masters of Education in Arts in Education from the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education and her Bachelor of Arts degree in Art History 
from Wesleyan University.  
 

 
 
ABOUT SEATTLE ART MUABOUT SEATTLE ART MUABOUT SEATTLE ART MUABOUT SEATTLE ART MUSEUM SEUM SEUM SEUM     
As the leading visual art institution in the Pacific Northwest, SAM draws on its global collections, 
powerful exhibitions, and dynamic programs to provide unique educational resources benefiting 
the Seattle region, the Pacific Northwest, and beyond. SAM was founded in 1933 with a focus on 
Asian art. By the late 1980s the museum had outgrown its original home, and in 1991 a new 
155,000-square-foot downtown building, designed by Robert Venturi, Scott Brown & Associates, 
opened to the public. The 1933 building was renovated and reopened as the Asian Art Museum. 
SAM’s desire to further serve its community was realized in 2007 with the opening of two stunning 
new facilities: the nine-acre Olympic Sculpture Park (designed by Weiss/Manfredi Architects)—a 
“museum without walls,” free and open to all—and the Allied Works Architecture designed 118,000-
square-foot expansion of its main, downtown location, including 232,000 square feet of additional 
space built for future expansion.  
 
From a strong foundation of Asian art to noteworthy collections of African and Oceanic art, 
Northwest Coast Native American art, European and American art, and modern and contemporary 
art, the strength of SAM’s collection of more than 25,000 objects lies in its diversity of media, 
cultures and time periods. 


